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Suzie Waltner graduated
from the University of Idaho
and made the move to a city
she’d never set eyes on
before:
Nashville,
Tenn.
Eighteen years later, she
claims Nashville as home and
works a day job in the
mortgage lending business.
From all things Jan Austen,
reading (especially stories
that result in happily ever
after) and movies to cheering
the
Nashville
Predators
hockey team to victory, her
interests and activities are
varied.
Her first attempt at winning
NaNoWriMo resulted in the
first book in the four-book
Remembrance
series.
Entertaining Angels is the first
in the Rhythm of Love series.

Parker St. John’s world is turned
inside out with one phone call from her
brother. Without hesitation, she
agrees to leave her solitary but
comfortable life in Chicago to care for
her young niece and nephew.
Returning to Florida means facing
painful memories, and her nightmares
return once she arrives. When a new
friend and a neighboring family come
alongside her to help with the kids,
she must learn to trust and let go of
her careful control.
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Working undercover is a normal part
of the job for Cooper Sullivan and his
partner, but their latest case takes a
personal turn when Parker enters the
picture. As he spends time with the
woman who is a fascinating mix of
courageous and cautious, Cooper
realizes there’s more to Parker’s story
than the information he’s gathered.
Can he solve the mystery of her past
and gain her trust? Will she forgive
him when she learns the secret he’s
hiding for her protection?

Chapter 3 Excerpt
“I’m hungry,” Maddie whined.
Parker glanced at the clock on the dashboard and noted the later hour. They should
have eaten a couple hours ago. Doubt pecked at her. She’d failed her first test as a
guardian. “Want to stop somewhere before we go home?”
Danny leaned forward in his seat. “McDonalds?”
“Is that okay with you, Maddie?” Parker glanced at the girl in the rearview mirror.
“Can I get chicken nuggets?”
Parker assumed she approved of her brother’s suggestion and searched for the
nearest McDonald’s. When she found one, she turned left into the parking lot. “Want to eat
inside?”
“Can I play in the balls?” Maddie answered with another question of her own.
Parker smiled. “Sure, mouse.”
They ordered their food and found a booth in the play area. Not a difficult task
considering the late hour. Good parents had already fed their children. Danny watched
Maddie as she scurried to the bin filled with balls. “Want to play too, Danny?”
“Do you think she’s okay by herself?”
Seemed answering a question with another one was a family trait. Had Charlie done
the same thing when they were younger? Guilt swamped her. Her brother had given up too
much for her, grown up too soon. This was her opportunity to make it up to him.
“Maddie’s fine.” She waved when the girl reached the top of the slide. “There’s no
one else here, and I’ll keep an eye on her. If you’d like to join her, I don’t mind.”
“No, I’m too old for that kid stuff.”
He was nine, but Parker recognized the same protective nature in the boy that was
ingrained in Charlie. Maddie was lucky to have him.
Both kids fell asleep on the drive home. Parker pulled into the driveway and debated
what to do. She didn’t want to leave one of them alone in the car but couldn’t carry both kids
inside. A little help here, Lord?
“Are we home?” Danny sat up.
Thank you. “Yeah, buddy. Can you get inside on your own? I’ll get Madison.”
“Yeah.” He nodded. “Aunt Pea?”
“Yes?”
“I’m glad you’re here.”
Her heart melted. “So am I. I’ve missed you guys.”
Parker climbed from her seat and wrestled Maddie into her arms. After Danny
unlocked the front door, she carried the sleeping girl to her bedroom. Once she’d gotten
Maddie into pajamas, Parker kissed her forehead. “We’re home, little mouse. Sweet
dreams.”
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